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BOYA WAY–ERINDALE ROAD INTERSECTION 
Grievance 

MR C.D. HATTON (Balcatta) [9.54 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport and it relates to the 
Boya Way–Erindale Road intersection in my electorate of Balcatta. For some years now, this intersection has 
been under immense traffic pressure. Currently, local traffic is avoiding the intersection due to it being 
dangerous to traverse and there being long wait times to exit left and right from Boya Way onto Erindale Road. 
Historically, this intersection was less of a problem because other nearby roads were available to access 
Erindale Road. The traffic problem, which has steadily escalated in more recent years, is due mainly to the other 
two access roads being closed off and made into cul-de-sacs, and the significant expansion of the commercial 
area north and south from Mitchell Freeway to Reid Highway. The reduced accessibility, the expanded and 
intensified commercial hub and also the increased residential infill and density of surrounding suburbs has 
created more vehicle movements around the locality. The increased vehicle movements are causing pressure on 
this intersection. 

Some years ago, the nearby intersection of Erindale Road and Delawney Street was upgraded with traffic lights. 
That signalised intersection has considerably improved safety and traffic flow to and from Delawney Street. 
However, for drivers who access Delawney Street as an alternative to Boya Way, there is an average extra 
travelling distance of three to five kilometres and an extra travelling time of five to 10 minutes through the 
suburbs. Actually, residents who live in the westernmost localities of the suburbs of Balcatta and Stirling and 
who seek an alternative safe travel route instead of Boya Way have to incur that average extra travel time if they 
want to access Mitchell Freeway to travel either north or south. Boya Way is the entry point to three shopping 
centres, in Gwelup, Karrinyup and Warwick; to four service stations, in Balcatta, Gwelup and Warwick; to 
Mitchell Freeway north and south; and to the coast. To not have safe and adequate access at Boya Way is in 
effect denying residents of the only access within kilometres to those outlets, services and amenities. 

Minister, I would like to provide a time line of public concern about this intersection and why it needs to be 
upgraded. As previously stated, this intersection has been a problem for many years, especially due to greater 
residential and commercial densities, more traffic, and the closure of nearby roads such as Cedric Street to 
Delawney Street and Odin Drive to Delawney Street. Having been a local resident for over 20 years and having 
many neighbours who have been using the intersection for many years, I am very aware of the public concern 
about accessibility, safety and a lack of traffic flow. 

In November 2014, I wrote to the City of Stirling—the intersection not being a main road—to indicate the public 
concern and to request that any possible action be taken to improve the intersection. Essentially, the response 
from the City of Stirling was as follows — 

This is one of the locations that is closely monitored by the City and should the number of crashes 
increase again, the City may be able to submit a Black Spot program proposal that would meet the 
threshold for funding. Unfortunately, road users will have to accept the reality that some locations will 
continue to experience congestion for some time before the City is able to provide remedial measures 
under the current circumstance.” 

Given that response, minister, the local residents felt dismayed and many further resident concerns were raised 
with me. Following those concerns, I met with more residents, and a resident petition was circulated in  
August–September 2015. Over 500 concerned drivers and residents signed the petition, and it was lodged with 
the City of Stirling. Unfortunately, even with overwhelming community concern expressed through the petition, 
the City of Stirling will not commit to an upgrade such as, for instance, a roundabout. The City of Stirling has 
indicated that the intersection is not a black spot and therefore does not qualify for black spot funding; the 
intersection is not a funding priority for the City of Stirling due to not enough crashes occurring; and it will cost 
too much money for an upgrade such as a roundabout. So, minister, the City of Stirling is certainly not coming to 
the rescue of concerned residents. Drivers are travelling kilometres to get safe access, and those drivers who use 
the intersection are still experiencing congestion and danger. 

The City of Stirling has stated, according to my notes — 

“…the City has undertaken a review of the intersection of Boya Way and Erindale Road, as requested 
in your petition, and has determined that it cannot agree with your request to install a roundabout at this 
intersection to improve safety for motorists” 

The residents and drivers in the area are certainly disadvantaged by the lack of action from the City of Stirling on 
this matter, and they are seeking the minister’s intervention and assistance to improve safety and traffic flow in 
that locality. On behalf of many residents and drivers, I ask for the minister’s consideration of this matter. 

 [1] 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 22 October 2015] 

 p7879b-7881a 
Mr Chris Hatton; Mr Dean Nalder 

Finally, if this intersection is upgraded, there will undoubtedly be less congestion not only at the intersection but 
also throughout the suburbs of Balcatta, Stirling and beyond. Cars will travel less distances and will be on the 
roads for less time, due to more direct accessibility to destinations. Traffic flow in the local suburbs, particularly 
in Balcatta and Stirling, will improve greatly. I seek the minister’s assistance on this matter; there is a serious 
safety issue and an issue of congestion and traffic flow. It is an intersection, separated from other major 
intersections, that is highly congested. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [10.01 am]: I thank the member for Balcatta for 
this grievance and would like to acknowledge his efforts on behalf of residents to achieve better local traffic 
outcomes. 

Firstly, I need to acknowledge that both Erindale Road and Boya Way are local roads under the care and control 
of the City of Stirling, as the member is well aware. By way of background, over the past decade there have been 
49 reported crashes at this intersection, with the majority of crashes being rear-end incidents followed by  
right-angle and right-turn crashes. I understand that although the member petitioned the City of Stirling on behalf 
of more than 500 residents, he was unable to achieve the desired outcome. 

A historical look at the local road network indicates that the City of Stirling’s previous decision to terminate 
access from Odin Road onto Delawney Street some years ago contributed to local traffic entering Erindale Road 
at the non-signalled Boya Way intersection, rather than the signalled Delawney Street intersection. I cannot 
comment on the merits of this change; it may have been for good reasons, but as it is part of the local road 
network, I do not have that level of detail available. Rather than look to blame, I think we need to work with the 
local government to fix this problem. 

On the back of the member’s hard work on behalf of his local community, I am happy to arrange a meeting with 
the City of Stirling to discuss providing a funding contribution for a roundabout to rectify this issue. Typically, 
a roundabout costs in the order of $1.5 million, and I will commit to working with the City of Stirling to ensure 
we can come to a funding arrangement. Main Roads has recently adopted a new policy—a “roundabout first” 
policy—as roundabouts have proven to deal with congestion more effectively than traffic lights. In comparison 
with traffic signals, roundabouts have been found to be some 16 times safer, and any crashes are generally of the 
less severe side-swipe type, rather than the right-angle crashes associated with signalled intersections. 
Roundabouts also avoid the ongoing maintenance and running costs of signals. 

Subject to the City of Stirling’s agreement, I will ask Main Roads to provide any technical advice council may 
need in evaluating the best traffic management outcomes for this location. Constructing a roundabout at this 
location should help improve both safety and traffic flows and, importantly, provide the level of access that the 
local community seeks. I again thank the member for raising this issue on behalf of his community and for 
undertaking a significant amount of work to demonstrate this issue. 
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